g’@ World Health »
&%/ Organization
reconesorecerorrie Eastern Mediterranean

Health workforce snapshot | SYRIAN ARAB
REPUBLIC

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC AT A GLANCE? Density of physicians, nurses and midwives in
countries of the Region (2017)
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KEY FACTS

Conflict has been ongoing in the Syrian Arab Republic for many years. Since 2011, there have been 192 attacks with heavy
weapons on health care resulting in 125 deaths and 259 injuries of health care personnel.® About 57% of public hospitals have
been damaged, and 37% are no longer functioning.”

HeRAMS 2018 reported that 24% of assessed public hospitals were partially functioning and 23% were non-functioning, due to
shortages of staff and supplies or damage to the building.?

HeRAMS 2018 reported that the number of medical doctors available in public hospitals increased by 6% in December 2018
compared to January 2018, and the number of nurses and midwives increased by 4% and 2%, respectively. In public health
centres, the number of medical doctors decreased by 0.2% by the end of December 2018, and the number of nurses and midwives
decreased by 2% and 0.5%, respectively.®

Out-migration of skilled professionals due to the conflict has further compounded the shortages in health workforce.

Regional maldistribution of the health workforce is prominent across the country.
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Source: Health statistical abstract 2018, Ministry of Health. *Physicians include a total of specialists, emergency physicians, resident doctors and dentists.

Source: HeRAMS annual report January—December 2018: public hospitals in the Syrian Arab Republic.

Percentage of functioning public health centres and hospitals
without medical staff, by profession (2018)
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Source: HeRAMS annual reports January—December 2018: public hospitals and public health centres in the Syrian Arab Republic.
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