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SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC AT A GLANCE1 

    

Total Total Total Total ppppopulation (2017)opulation (2017)opulation (2017)opulation (2017)    24 422 000 

Unemployment (% of total laboUnemployment (% of total laboUnemployment (% of total laboUnemployment (% of total labouuuur force) (201r force) (201r force) (201r force) (2019999))))2222    8.37 

Per Per Per Per ccccapita apita apita apita ccccurrent urrent urrent urrent hhhhealth ealth ealth ealth eeeexpenditure (xpenditure (xpenditure (xpenditure (USUSUSUS$ 201$ 201$ 201$ 2012222))))    160 

Government Government Government Government hhhhealth ealth ealth ealth eeeexpenditure as %xpenditure as %xpenditure as %xpenditure as %    ofofofof    ggggeneral eneral eneral eneral 

ggggovernment overnment overnment overnment eeeexpenditure (201xpenditure (201xpenditure (201xpenditure (2012222))))    

4.3 

OutOutOutOut----ofofofof----ppppocket expenditure as % of ocket expenditure as % of ocket expenditure as % of ocket expenditure as % of ccccurrent urrent urrent urrent hhhhealth ealth ealth ealth 

eeeexpenditure (201xpenditure (201xpenditure (201xpenditure (2012222))))    

54 

Universal Universal Universal Universal hhhhealth ealth ealth ealth ccccoverage overage overage overage iiiindex (201ndex (201ndex (201ndex (2017777))))3333    60 

Number of Number of Number of Number of rrrrefugees (2016)efugees (2016)efugees (2016)efugees (2016)    810 374 

Number of Number of Number of Number of iiiinternally nternally nternally nternally ddddisplaced isplaced isplaced isplaced ppppersons (2016)ersons (2016)ersons (2016)ersons (2016)    6 325 978 

Maternal Maternal Maternal Maternal mmmmortality ortality ortality ortality ratio ratio ratio ratio per 100per 100per 100per 100    000 live births (2017)000 live births (2017)000 live births (2017)000 live births (2017)    68 

UnderUnderUnderUnder----5 mortality 5 mortality 5 mortality 5 mortality rate rate rate rate per 1000 live births (201per 1000 live births (201per 1000 live births (201per 1000 live births (2019999))))4444    23.7 

Births attended by Births attended by Births attended by Births attended by skilled health skilled health skilled health skilled health personnelpersonnelpersonnelpersonnel    (%) (%) (%) (%) 

(2016) (2016) (2016) (2016)     

96 

Raised blood glucose (%, 18+ years) (2017) Raised blood glucose (%, 18+ years) (2017) Raised blood glucose (%, 18+ years) (2017) Raised blood glucose (%, 18+ years) (2017)     14.6 

Raised blood pressure (%, 18+ years) (2017) Raised blood pressure (%, 18+ years) (2017) Raised blood pressure (%, 18+ years) (2017) Raised blood pressure (%, 18+ years) (2017)     24.5 

Hepatitis B incidence rate per 100Hepatitis B incidence rate per 100Hepatitis B incidence rate per 100Hepatitis B incidence rate per 100    000 (2017)000 (2017)000 (2017)000 (2017)5555    600 
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Density of physicians, nurses and midwives in 

countries of the Region (2017)

KEY FACTS 

 Conflict has been ongoing in the Syrian Arab Republic for many years. Since 2011, there have been 192 attacks with heavy 

weapons on health care resulting in 125 deaths and 259 injuries of health care personnel.6 About 57% of public hospitals have 

been damaged, and 37% are no longer functioning.7 

 HeRAMS 2018 reported that 24% of assessed public hospitals were partially functioning and 23% were non-functioning, due to 

shortages of staff and supplies or damage to the building.8 

 HeRAMS 2018 reported that the number of medical doctors available in public hospitals increased by 6% in December 2018 

compared to January 2018, and the number of nurses and midwives increased by 4% and 2%, respectively. In public health 

centres, the number of medical doctors decreased by 0.2% by the end of December 2018, and the number of nurses and midwives 

decreased by 2% and 0.5%, respectively.8 

 Out-migration of skilled professionals due to the conflict has further compounded the shortages in health workforce. 

 Regional maldistribution of the health workforce is prominent across the country. 

Source: Eastern Mediterranean Health Observatory. Source: Eastern Mediterranean Health Observatory. 

 

Source: Eastern Mediterranean Health Observatory. 
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Source: HeRAMS annual report January–December 2018: public hospitals in the Syrian Arab Republic. 

Source: HeRAMS annual reports January–December 2018: public hospitals and public health centres in the Syrian Arab Republic. 

1. Eastern Mediterranean Health Observatory [online data repository]. Cairo: WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean (https://rho.emro.who.int/data-r, accessed 5 November 2019).  

2. The World Bank, 2018 data [online]. Washington (DC): World Bank; 2018 (https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.TOTL.ZS?locations=SY, accessed 5 November 2019). 

3. The World Bank, 2018 data [online]. Washington (DC): World Bank; 2018 (https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.UHC.SRVS.CV.XD, accessed 27.07.2020) 

4. National survey on mother and childhood health, 2019. Ministry of Health, Syrian Arab Republic. 

5. National hepatitis B and C strategy, 2017. Ministry of Health., Syrian Arab Republic. 

6. Surveillance system for attacks on health care (SSA) [online data repository]. Geneva: World Health Organization (https://publicspace.who.int/sites/ssa/SitePages/PublicDashboard.aspx, accessed 5 November 2019). 

7. Strengthening health financing systems in the Eastern Mediterranean Region towards universal health coverage: health financing atlas 2018. Cairo: WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean; 2019 

(https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/311328, accessed 5 November 2019) 

8. HeRAMS annual reports January–December 2018: public hospitals and public health centres in the Syrian Arab Republic. Cairo: WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean; 2018 

(http://www.emro.who.int/syr/information-resources/herams-reports.html, accessed 27 July 2020). 

Source: Health statistical abstract 2018, Ministry of Health. 
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Source: Health statistical abstract 2018, Ministry of Health. 

11.2

4.4

4.2

3.9

3

2.7

2.2

2

2

1.6

1.2

0.9

0.8

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

Dier-ez-Zor

Dar'a

Ar-Raqqa

As-Sweida

Homs

Al-Hasakeh

Tartous

Hama

Rural…

Lattakia

Damascus

Quneitra

Aleppo

Ratio per physician

Ratio of nurses and midwives per physician 

in public hospitals, by governorate (2018)

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

D
a

m
a

sc
u

s

R
u

ra
l 
D

a
m

a
sc

u
s

A
le

p
p

o

La
tt

a
k
ia

T
a

rt
o

u
s

H
o

m
s

H
a

m
a

A
l-

H
a

sa
k

e
h

D
e

ir
-e

z-
Z

o
r

A
r-

R
a

q
q

a

D
a

r'
a

A
s-

S
w

e
id

a

Q
u

n
e

it
ra

Gender distribution of physicians by 

governorate (2018)

Male Female

*Physicians include a total of specialists, emergency physicians, resident doctors and   dentists. 

Source: HeRAMS annual report January–December 2018: public hospitals in the Syrian Arab Republic. 
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